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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to communication filed on 04/27/2006. 

2. Claims 1-18 are presented for examination. 

3. Amendments to claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10-14, 16, and 17 have been 
entered and considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 112 
The second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112 is directed to requirements for the 
claims: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 
There are two separate requirements set forth in this paragraph: 

(A) the claims must set forth the subject matter that applicants regard as their 
invention; and 

(B) the claims must particularly point out and distinctly define the metes and 
bounds of the subject matter that will be protected by the patent grant. 

4. Claims 2, 5, 8, 11, 12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. 
Claims 2, 5, 8, 11, and 14 teach setting fees for the service beneficiaries at 
discrete stages. It is unclear what is the meaning of the term discrete stages 
in the claim. Specifically, if the applicant is trying to claim a fee structure where 
one option is free or charge, another is a discount etc, the applicant has to claim 
this clearly. A recitation of discrete stages, is unclear and renders the claim 
indefinite. It is interpreted to mean that a variable fee structure is provided to the 
service beneficiaries. 

5. Claims 12 teaches a client terminal unit with a changing means for 
assigning a change. It is unclear what is the meaning of the term changing 
means in the claim. It is interpreted to mean that there is a user interface or a 
webpage using which the client changes the type of service he desires. While it 
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appears the applicant indicates a desire to include a user interface in this claim 
according to the remarks, this is not however indicated in the amended claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(b) the invention was patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than 
one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 102(b) as being anticipated by Toader 
Patent Number 5, 774,869 (hereinafter Toader). 

In reference to claims 1, 4, 7, and 16, Toader teaches a method, program, 
a computer-readable recording medium, and a program-executing apparatus of 
providing services that makes a computer execute the steps of: making service 
beneficiaries select at least one of the frequency and the quantity of advertising 
to be added the services provided (i.e. giving the user the option to take an 
advertising survey and a guided tour of the sponsor's site to gain free Internet 
access) (abstract, col. 2 lines 41 to col. 3 lines 3, and Figures 1 and 3), the 
services being provided when the selection is made (i.e. user is prompted to 
make a selection for how the user would like to pay for the access or if the user 
would like to receive free access by completing another survey or providing 
additional information) (col. 2 lines 60 to col. 3 lines 3, col. 4 lines 57 to col. 5 
lines 19, and Figures 2 and 3)\ and setting a fee for the provision of services to 
the service beneficiaries, according to at least one of the frequency and the 
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quantity of advertising selected (i.e. user can get free or regular priced access) 
(col. 2 lines 41-43, col. 2 lines 50 to col. 3 lines 3, col. 4 lines 57-to col. 5 lines 
27). 

7. Disclaimer: Claims 2, 5, 8, 1 1 , and 14 were found to be deficient under 
U.S.C. 112 second paragraph. To the extent the claimed invention was 
understood, the following art was applied. 

In reference to claims 2, 5, 8, 11, and 14, loader teaches the method, 
computer-readable medium of providing services, the program-executing 
apparatus (i.e. a computer and a website), the contents distribution system (i.e. 
an Internet Entry Server), and the computer-readable recording medium 
recorded with a contents distribution program (i.e. software) that makes a 
computer execute the steps of setting fees wherein the fees charged for the 
services to be provided to the service beneficiaries are set at discrete stages (i.e. 
the amount charged is variable based on advertising content) of the frequency 
and the quantity of advertising selected by the selecting means of the client 
terminal unit (abstract, col. 2 lines 29 to col. 3 lines 3, col. 4 lines 57 to col. 5 
lines 53, and Figures 1-4) ; and at least one of the discrete stages includes free 
of charge (i.e. free 30 minutes access and free refresh option) (abstract, col. 2 
lines 41-45 and 60-67, col. 5 lines 10-27, and Figure 3). 

8. In reference to claims 3, 6, and 9, Toader teaches a method, computer- 
readable medium (i.e. a website accessed via a computer), and the program- 
executing apparatus (i.e. a computer) of providing services and the program- 
executing apparatus, wherein, at least one of the frequency and the quantity 



Application/Control Number: 09/973,671 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3622 

advertising selected can be changed during the provision the services (i.e. the 
access fee when taking a survey or providing additional information is free and 
its regular price without taking the survey or providing additional information, and 
hence the user can change the quantity of advertising during the provision of the 
service by selecting among the options of paying for access or receiving it for 
free) (abstract, col. 2 lines 60 to col. 3 lines 3, col. 5 lines 10-53, and Figures 2 
and 3). 

9. In reference to claim 10, loader teaches a contents distribution system 
(i.e. an Internet Entry Server), comprising: client terminal unit connected to a 
predetermined network (i.e. to access the website, the user computer has to be 
connected to a network) (col. 2 lines 38-56 and Figure 1), and having selecting 
means (i.e. signing up, using the user interface, for the respective plan online 
with the option of free access with the surveys or paid access without the 
surveys) for selecting at least one of the frequency and the quantity advertising 
be added to the contents be distributed (col. 2 lines 60 to col. 3 lines 3, col. 4 
lines 57 to col. 5 lines 19, and Figures 2 and 3)\ and distribution unit having 
distribution means distributing the contents added with the advertising 
corresponding to least of frequency and the quantity selected by the selecting 
means of the client terminal the client terminal via the predetermined network 
(i.e. providing the survey or additional questions with the free access) (col. 2 lines 
63-67, col. 5 lines 10-27, and Figure 3), and charging means for charging a fee 
for the contents distributed to the client terminal unit (i.e. user can pay with a 
credit card or by having the access billed to a 900 number) (col. 2 lines 63 to col. 
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3 lines 3, col. 4 lines 57 to col. 5 lines 5, col. 5 lines 28-53, and Figures 2 and 4), 
according to at least one of the frequency and the quantity of advertising selected 
by the selecting means the client terminal unit (col. 2 lines 60 to col. 3 lines 3 } 
col. 4 lines 57 to col. 5 lines 19, and Figures 2 and 3)\ wherein the selecting 
means communicates with the distribution means to perform the selection (i.e. 
user is asked and granted access when one of the refresh options is selected) 
(col. 2 lines 46-56, col. 5 lines 5-27 and Figures 2 and 3). 
10. Disclaimer: Claim 12 was found to be deficient under U.S.C. 112 second 
paragraph. To the extent the claimed invention was understood, the following art 
was applied. 

In reference to claims 12 and 15, loader teaches the contents distribution 
system wherein the client terminal unit has changing means for assigning a 
change and the computer-readable recording medium comprising and making a 
computer assign a change in at least one of the frequency and the quantity of 
advertising during the reception of the contents (i.e. user can select which access 
plan the user desires, the one for full price or the one for free when the user 
answers survey questions) (col. 2 lines 60 to col. 3 lines 3, col. 4 lines 57 to col. 5 
lines 19, and Figures 2 and 3), the changing means adapted to accept a 
modification of the selection of at least one of the frequency and the quantity of 
advertising to be added to the contents to be distributed (i.e. multiple refresh 
options are presented) (col. 2 lines 60 to col. 3 lines 3, col. 4 lines 57 to col. 5 
lines 19, and Figures 2 and 3), and the distribution means of the distribution unit 
adds the advertising according to at least one of the frequency and the quantity 
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changed by the changing means of the client terminal unit, and distributes the 
contents added with the advertising to the client terminal unit (i.e. surveys, other 
questions, and a guided tour to a sponsor's website are added when free access 
is provided) (abstract, col. 2 lines 50-56 and 65-67, col. 5 lines 10-27, and Figure 
3). 

11. In reference to claims 13 and 17, Toader teaches a computer-readable 
recording medium recorded with a contents distribution program and a contents 
distribution program, the contents distribution program comprising and making a 
computer execute the steps of: making a client terminal unit connected to 
predetermined network select at least one of the frequency and the quantity of 
advertising to be added to the contents to be distributed (i.e. the user making the 
decision for signing up, using the user interface, for the respective plan online 
with the option of free access with the surveys or paid access without the 
surveys) (col. 2 lines 60 to col. 3 lines 3, col. 4 lines 57 to col. 5 lines 19, and 
Figures 2 and 3)\ making a distribution unit connected to the predetermined 
network add the advertising corresponding to at least one of the frequency and 
the quantity selected by the client terminal unit to the contents, and distribute the 
contents added with the advertising to the client terminal unit (i.e. providing the 
survey or additional questions with the free access) (col. 2 lines 63-67, col. 5 
lines 10-27, and Figure 3)\ and making the distribution unit charge a fee for the 
contents distributed to the client terminal unit, according to at least one of the 
frequency and the quantity of advertising selected by the client terminal unit (i.e. 
user can pay with a credit card or by having the access billed to a 900 number) 
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(col. 2 lines 63 to col 3 lines 3, col. 4 lines 57 to col. 5 lines 5, col. 5 lines 28-53, 
and Figures 2 and 4)\ wherein the contents are distributed when the selection is 
made (i.e. user is granted access when the user selects one of the refresh 
options) (col. 2 lines 46-56, col. 5 lines 5-27 and Figures 2 and 3). 

12. In reference to claim 18, loader teaches the method of providing sen/ices 
wherein the selection is received via a user interface (i.e. user selects the refresh 
option on the computer interface) (abstract col. 2 lines 60 to col. 3 lines 3, col. 4 
lines 57 to col. 5 lines 53, and Figures 1-4); and the services are provided via the 
user interface (i.e. user receives online access through the interface after making 
selections) (abstract, col. 2 lines 60 to col. 3 lines 3, col. 4 lines 57 to col. 5 lines 
53, and Figures 1-4). 

Response to Arguments 

1 3. After careful review of Applicant's remarks/arguments filed on 04/27/2006, 
the Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been fully considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Amendments to the 
claims have both been entered and considered. 

14. The 112 Rejections are being maintained, since the Applicant's 
amendments to the claims fail to sufficiently addresses the issues previously 
raised by the Examiner in this case. 

15. Applicants additional remarks are addressed to new limitations in the 
claims and have been addressed in the rejection necessitated by the 
amendments. 
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Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure include the following. 

a) David DeKok's article titled Tow-priced Internet access offered 

Subscribers would see floating ad banners on PCs" in the Patriot - 
News on August 12, 1999 on page B.07. Teaches variable Internet 
access pricing structure based on the presence and absence of 
advertisements. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Point of Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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examiner should be directed to Namrata (Pinky) Boveja whose telephone 
number is 571-272-8105. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 
8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on 571-272-6724. The 
Central FAX number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 1866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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